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President’s Message

For years, I’ve heard this comment from those who have driven past 

Prospect Hill hundreds (perhaps thousands) of times: “I didn’t know the 

cemetery was there!” And invariably, once the Individual has actually 

driven into Prospect Hill, they comment on how lovely, peaceful and well-

maintained the property is within the heart of Towson. 

It’s a little frustrating to be an invisible treasure.

Over the past year, though, Prospect Hill Cemetery’s public presence has 

been raised by two very different events. The first was the removal of 

our iconic copper beech tree last fall. Disease forced the cutting down 

of this magnificent old tree, but the removal prompted several articles 

in the print and online press, as well as television coverage. Images of an 

enormous crane carefully lifting huge tree sections over old gravestones 

were impressive (see photos on our website prospecthilltowson.org). PR 

expert Bill Atkinson, a friend of Prospect Hill who helped us tell our story 

of the copper beech, estimates that the cemetery received thousands of 

dollars worth of exposure from the media coverage. So we became a little 

less “invisible.”

The second was the board’s decision this summer to place a small sign 

by the grave of Harris Glenn Milstead, more affectionately known as 

“Divine.” Famous for his roles in early John Waters films, his grave attracts 

numerous visitors from throughout the US and even abroad. We find many 

small gifts left at his grave, including boas and high heels. Eager fans, 

however, were beginning to write on the monument, which concerned the 

board. Our desire is to welcome fans while also upholding the dignity of 

the cemetery. Leaving pink flamingos at the grave is one thing, salacious 

comments written in nail polish on the granite stone is another. In fact, 

writing on a gravestone is illegal under Maryland law. So the board placed 

a small sign next to Divine’s grave asking visitors to be considerate of 

the feelings of families who have loved ones buried nearby. The sign 

prompted an article by Ed Gunts in the online Baltimore Fishbowl newsletter 

(“Divine’s gravestone gets a restoration and cemetery warns fans: ‘Please 

be respectful’ of others”). His article was balanced and largely sympathetic 

to the cemetery’s concerns. Prior to this article, I spoke several times with 

the always-gracious John Waters, as well as Divine’s administrator, about 

the state of Divine’s monument. While John loved that fans came to pay 

homage, he agreed that disfiguring the stone was not appropriate and 

that the monument should be cleaned (which it was, an action paid for by 

a fan in Alabama). 

To date, the Gunts article has received over 2500 views. Perhaps this is 

why we have seen a considerable uptick in the number of both visitors and 

lots sales. So again, it is good to be less “invisible.” We welcome positive 

exposure, as our small volunteer board works hard to manage the cemetery 

and needs friends and supporters to help preserve Prospect Hill.

I would also be remiss in this update if I did not acknowledge a generous 

bequest from the estate of the late Jacqueline Parks, who faithfully 

contributed to our annual giving campaign. Also, we have received support 

over the past months from the Towson Service Foundation (previously 

known as the Towson Rotary), the Price Family Endowed Fund and the 

Campbell Foundation. All three have been regular supporters and we are 

most grateful — as we are for the roughly 150 individuals who respond to 

our annual giving letter. 

All in all, it’s been a busy year for the board and its efforts to enhance the 

cemetery. As we continue to grow public awareness of what we offer, you 

can help us by telling a friend about Prospect Hill. As shown in the image 

below, one of the things that makes Prospect Hill Cemetery distinctive is 

the number of highly personalized markers that reflect the passions and 

personality of those buried here. In many ways, we are the opposite of many 

large contemporary cemeteries which only allow flat markers and resemble 

golf courses more than park-like settings. We are all about personal service 

and individual care.

Thank you for your continued support,

Carolyn Parker Knott

This monument reflects one man’s passion for sailing and his 
close personal connection to President Eisenhower. 
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New Additions to the Board

We are pleased to announce that David Gilliss and Brian Kuebler have joined 

the board. In addition, we wish to thank Doug Riley for his valued service as 

he ended his term. 

David D. Gilliss, a long-time resident 

of the Towson area, is an attorney who 

has practiced in the Baltimore area 

since 1985. He moved his practice 

to the Towson area in 2010. His law 

practice focuses on commercial and 

construction disputes and represents 

surety companies, contractors, 

subcontractors, and other businesses 

involved with commercial disputes. 

David received a B.A. in 1980 from the 

College of Wooster, where he majored 

in political science, and his J.D. in 

1985 from the University of Maryland 

School of Law. David was approached 

by two current board members 

to consider joining Prospect Hill’s 

board. The appeal to his sense of 

obligation to the community spoke 

to him, as well as the deep historical 

significance of the cemetery and the 

importance of ensuring that the six-

acre green space which comprises 

the cemetery continues in perpetuity. 

David says, “It is my goal to learn 

more about the cemetery and those 

buried there, while at the same time 

working to help the Board achieve its 

stated goals.” 

For the past 22 years, Brian Kuebler 

has been a resident of Historic 

Sudbrook Park in Pikesville with 

his wife and son. He is a leader 

in the Healthcare Architecture 

Studio of Hord Coplan Macht. A 

graduate of the College of Design, 

Art, Architecture, and Planning 

from the University of Cincinnati, 

Brian enjoyed student internships 

with firms in Cleveland, Nashville, 

Lake Forest (IL), and Baltimore. His 

college experience also included 

study abroad in Copenhagen with 

travel to Nordic and European cities. 

He has been an active volunteer, 

holding leadership positions with 

the Sudbrook Park community 

organization, BSA Cub Scout Pack 

#319 and Boy Scout Troop #828, 

Ascension Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, and the Baltimore chapter of 

AIA and the Baltimore Architecture 

Foundation. Currently, Brian serves 

on the board of the Greater Pikesville 

Recreation Council. “My connection 

with Prospect Hill began years ago 

while I was Scoutmaster of Troop 

828,” Brian says, “and we continued 

the tradition of placing flags on 

veterans’ graves for Memorial Day.”
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Faithful Scouts

On a raw and rainy late May day, Boy Scouts from Troop 828 (led by 

Scoutmaster Ed Sawada) once again planted American flags on the graves 

of every veteran buried at Prospect Hill. This marked the 15th year that this 

troop has performed this patriotic service. Says Tony Kuebler, son of board 

member Brian Kuebler, who was honored as an Eagle Scout the following 

day, “This is a tradition for me, as I’ve been coming here since I was a young 

scout. There is real meaning to this service. These veterans did things for 

everyone and we honor their service.”

Copper Beech Tree Update
By Brian Kuebler in consultation with Will Philips

Will Philips of Sandtown Furniture Company has 

been leading the next steps in the journey of the 

copper beech tree that was removed in 2020 

from PHC’s York Road hedge. The tree’s trunk 

has undergone required seasoning for the past 

year, during which Will deliberated on the best 

possible uses for the wood. 

Recently, Sandtown reached the exciting step of 

completing the initial milling. Will and his team 

have decided to transform the 125-year old wood 

into two categories of items: live edge slabs for 

tables and thicker slabs to be further cut down 

into rectangular “blanks” that will be literally 

turned into wooden bowls. 

Live edge slabs are those that utilize the full 

width of the tree and leave the natural edge on 

the outside. On the technical side, an uncommon 

milling tool is used to cut the slabs. Will’s photos 

shows the setup of this device for the initial cut, 

where sections of the trunk are cut through the 

center. The result is stacks of slabs. These slabs 

will take additional time to season, or properly 

dry out, before Sandtown can develop them into 

tables. In direct contrast, the blanks/bowls will 

be milled further while they are green (freshly 

milled) and have a high moisture content. After 

that point, they will take up to six months to dry 

before the final turning process, sanding, and 

sealing is performed. These timelines will yield 

products around late spring 2022.

Will says that they found that the wood has a 

“wild and beautiful” grain pattern, with a depth 

of color, pattern, and fluid movement of lines 

in the vertical grain. “When wet,” he says, “the 

wood slab shows beautiful copper tones. The 

numerous flows and intermingling of the grain 

density cause one’s eye to circulate around the 

slab to follow how it changes around knots, bark 

edges, and broad areas of the tree.” These are 

the specific elements that Will will highlight in 

fabrication. These elements lead one to question 

what environmental factors in the Towson area 

caused the tree to grow and change in this way. 

We look forward to eventually showing photos 

of finished products!

This milling tool was used to cut slabs 
from the 125-year old trunk.

The wood shows copper tones when wet.The wood grain’s distinctive swirl and 
knots that will become a feature of a 
beautiful custom table.
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Who Lies At Prospect Hill

Albert & Irma Sangiamo

Albert (“Abby”) and Irma Sangiamo were important presences in the 

Baltimore arts scene for decades, serving as a fine arts teacher and 

reference librarian, respectively, at the Maryland Institute College of Art 

(MICA). They are buried alongside one another in the lower section in 

Prospect Hill, near the driveway’s pull-off area.

 

Albert Sangiamo (1928-2018) was born in Brooklyn, NY, the son of Italian 

immigrants. He showed early talent for drawing and attended a Manhattan 

art school for one year before transferring back to his local high school. 

He obtained a bachelor of arts degree from Brooklyn College, followed by 

a master’s degree in fine arts from Yale. In 1956, he moved to Baltimore to 

take a position at what was then Morgan State College and became active 

in the local civil rights movement. In 1960, he was invited to join the faculty 

at MICA, where he remained for 50 years until his retirement in 2012. He was 

a beloved and highly respected teacher and mentor to several generations 

of MICA students, including acclaimed artist Jeff Koons, staying in touch 

with many of his students long after they graduated. He was known as a 

demanding teacher, but one who graciously guided young artists while 

also mentoring young faculty. 

Irma Stermer Sangiamo (1929-2014) had a tumultuous life story. Born in 

Austria, she was sent at age nine to France by her mother after the 1938 

Nazi annexation of her country. Her father escaped to Palestine, but her 

mother and baby sister ultimately died in a Nazi concentration camp. In 

1941, she immigrated to the United States. She met her husband in New 

York in the early 1950s and the couple married in 1954. They moved to 

Baltimore, and lived for many years in the Bolton Hill neighborhood with 

their two sons. Mrs. Sangiamo first joined the Enoch Pratt Free Library as 

a reference librarian before coming to MICA’s Decker Library in 1963. She 

worked 41 years at MICA before retiring in 2004. After her retirement, MICA 

named the Decker Library Information Desk in her honor. 

Says son Dino S. Sangiamo, “My parents had their own life stories marked 

by independence, achievement and hardship. Most notable to me, however, 

is that they were just nice, respectful people who loved their family, and 

wanted to be good citizens and do right by others.”

The young couple in Brooklyn, NY.

Graduate studies brought the Sangiamos to Yale, 
in New Haven, CT.


