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FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

To say that 2020 has been a year to remember for all of 
us is an understatement. Despite the many challenges 
of the pandemic, we are grateful for support from many 
families who share a love for Prospect Hill. We’ve 
received more calls seeking information about family 
members and an uptick in the number of visitors looking 
to leave the confines of home. We received a comment 
from Dorothea Stieff, a member of the Stieff Silver 
family, who said “Recently, in my search for interesting 
and quiet park spaces, I discovered Prospect Hill 
Cemetery. I drove through it the other day and found 
it delightful, a real treasure. I think it would be lovely 
to sit in the cemetery and ‘meditate’ and just enjoy the 
quiet and peace of the setting. It is not always easy to 
find quiet spaces away from home these days.”

We certainly understand Ms. Stieff’s reaction. Prospect 
Hill is a treasure and our lush, grassy landscape has been 
blessed by a rainy summer. At the same time, however, 
we face the impending loss of our most iconic tree, the 
enormous copper beech so visible along the York Road 
hedge (see page 2 for details). This is a major hit, both 
financially and emotionally. In this and so many other 
ways, we appreciate your support and the efforts of our 
board members, who work, like everyone else, mostly 
via Zoom calls.

Other projects continue. Megan Nesline, daughter 
of board member Vince Nesline, has taken over the 
detailed work on entering burial information into the 
CemSite database. This site is invaluable both in helping 
us to manage the cemetery and to assist families who 
are searching for a lost relative. Megan has completed 
entering lot ownership and burial data for almost half of 
the upper cemetery – and she works remotely, from Ohio!

In conjunction with Baltimore Heritage, we had 
planned a walking tour of Prospect Hill in May, which 
obviously had to be canceled. We hope to be able to 
reschedule this event sometime in 2021. Our website 
(prospecthilltowson.org) has undergone a major revision 
that provides families and visitors with more information 
on buying lots, visiting the cemetery and local history. 
Finally, we received glad news that the new Towson 
Service Foundation, an entity that includes the assets 
of the recently disbanded Towson Rotary, has named 
Prospect Hill as a recipient of an annual bequest in 
perpetuity – a happy development in the midst of today’s 
economic turmoil.

As always, none of this progress would be possible 
without our friends and supporters. The board and I 
extend our best wishes for your health and well-being.

Carolyn Parker Knott
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END NEARS FOR BELOVED BEECH

As a Victorian-style cemetery, Prospect Hill’s parklike landscape features 
many beautiful trees. It is sad when we lose a tree because of storms or 
other damage. The absence is like a smile spoiled by a missing tooth. 
It’s especially sad when the tree in question is the majestic copper beech 
that is so prominent on the York Road side of the property. But such is 
the case: our beloved copper beech, which we believe appeared a year 
or two after Prospect Hill was established, is coming down this winter.

Late last year, we noticed that our oldest tree did not appear as robust 
as usual, and in the months since then the 70-foot wide crown thinned 
considerably. Initially, we called in several tree companies to evaluate 
the beech’s condition. All concluded that the tree was stressed by age, 
pollution and probable lack of water to the part of the root system under 
York Road. As a first response, Scientific Plant Service fed the tree and 
sprayed it to prevent insect infestation. But all of the experts cautioned 
that the tree probably was reaching its natural life span.

The early evaluation was done under the direction of board members 
John Holman and Roger Gookin, who briefed the board in September. 
Given its inevitable demise and considering the cemetery’s limited 
financial resources, the board made the hard decision to discontinue 
any palliative efforts 
and to move toward 
taking the beech tree 
down. Its loss will be an 
aesthetic blow, as well as 
a financial one, but there 
could be no question of 
risking damage to the 
community. We expect 
to see the emotional sight 
of the tree being brought 
down by mid-winter. 
Details will be available 
on the cemetery website: 
prospecthilltowson.org.

Roger and John agree that 
“When you think about 
all of the history that 
this tree has ‘witnessed’ 
in its 130 years, it really 
has been a part of Towson 
as it has grown from a 
quiet little town to an 
urbanized county seat.” 

“We know that 
people traveling 
up and down 
this section of 
York Road will 
miss the sight of 
its foliage and 
majestic height.”
—John holman & RogeR gookin

Board Members John Holman, 
Roger Gookin, Vince Nesline 

and Carolyn Knott confer 
under the copper beech.
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D/2: MIRACLE WORKER! 

Under Maryland law, maintenance of monuments and markers 
in all cemeteries are the responsibility of the purchaser. This 
responsibility continues for heirs of the purchaser. The board has 
learned about a helpful product called D/2 Biological Solution™. 
You can find a detailed explanatory video on how to use D/2 on 
gravestonecleaner.com. Please note that since there is no water 
source on the cemetery grounds, you must provide your own. We 
are grateful to supporter Elizabeth Grason Cohen of Newport, 
RI for bringing this product to our attention. She has used D/2 
successfully on 17th century monuments in RI. When she became 
aware that the graves of her grandparents, Elizabeth Risteau Grason 
Turnbull and Henry Rutherford Turnbull, in Prospect Hill were 
affected by weathering, she contacted local firm Merkle Monument 
Company to clean these stones with D/2. And you can see, the 
difference is dramatic!



Visitors recently drove over from Arlington, VA to visit Divine’s grave.

WHO LIES AT PHC

Glenn Milste a d (“di v ine”)

Visitors come from all over the world…Australia, 
England, Mexico…and many US locations to 
pay homage to the one, the only “Divine.” Glenn 
Milstead (1945-1988), an overweight Lutherville boy 
who graduated from Towson High and a close friend 
of filmmaker John Waters, became famous for his 
envelope-pushing performances as the female icon 

“Divine.” Fans leave tokens of their love, including 
boas, pink flamingos and stilettos, on his grave 
at Prospect Hill. Waters gave Milstead the name 

“Divine” and made him a star in a series of “good 
bad taste” cult films, such as “Pink Flamingos” and 

“Hairspray.” Waters once said, “I saw him and just 
thought ‘raw beauty.’”

Divine was an actor, singer and outrageous drag 
queen performer in night clubs in New York, London 
and elsewhere. Although in the documentary “I Am 
Divine” he says, “People love to be shocked, I think, so 
that’s my job to go out there and shock them,” Divine 
ultimately wanted to be known as a character actor 
who also could play male parts. He did not achieve 
that goal, dying in his sleep at age 43 in Los Angeles. 
His tumultuous life, however, speaks to many people 
who feel out of step with traditional culture. Scores 
of fans are compelled to make a pilgrimage to honor 
their hero. Sometimes, out of respect for those buried 
nearby, it requires tactful action by the PHC board 
to remove the more outrageous items left on Divine’s 
grave. But we recognize Divine as an artist way ahead 
of his time who came back to Towson at the end and 
is buried next to family members.
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