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CHANGING WEATHER CHALLENGES PHC
“It was a dark and stormy night…” So goes the classic
Peanuts cartoon. But for much of the country, it’s been
a dark and stormy couple of years. Extreme weather
seems to be the new norm, and Prospect Hill Cemetery
certainly has not been spared.
This summer, the cumulative destruction from frequent,
more intense storms became clear in the cemetery. The
resulting problems are of significant concern to the
volunteer board which manages Prospect Hill. When
you realize that donors’ annual giving contributions
only cover the normal operating budget (cutting the
grass, normal tree care and other routine matters), the
board is keenly aware of the need to ensure that these
extraordinary expenses can be covered.
Thus, a special urgent appeal to families and friends of
the cemetery has been launched to raise at least $50,000.
As the highest point of land in the Towson landscape,
Prospect Hill has taken the brunt of multiple storms this
year. Our trees, one of the most appealing features of the
cemetery, have taken a lashing, in some cases requiring
repair or even replacement. Any required tree removal
is costly and is followed by the need to plant a new tree.
The continuing extreme heat has greatly stressed the
magnificent copper beech tree located near the York
Road hedge, requiring special treatment from arborists.

But the real damage is the result of the excessive amount
of water generated by intense storms. Runoff down the
hill from the upper section of the cemetery is destroying
a part of the driveway which runs past the historic Hillen
graves to the lower section. This water has eroded the
ground around parts of the protective security fence along
the driveway as well, requiring some replacement of the
fencing support.
Even more serious, however, is the potential for
destabilization of the hillside that runs down to Dulaney
Valley Road. This land is partly the responsibility of the
State Highway Administration (SHA), but largely is the
responsibility of PHC. But the main responsibility rests
with PHC. Annually, we pay to have weeds sprayed and
junk trees removed. The runoff which threatens to expose
the roots of larger trees is a real concern. The expense to
stabilize the hill, in a worse case scenario, could be well
beyond the cemetery’s present resources.
Please help to protect Prospect Hill Cemetery as the
green heart of Towson by making an especially generous
gift today. We cannot afford to lose the beauty of the
serene grounds which for almost 125 years have sheltered
the families that built Baltimore County.

ROGER GOOKIN JOINS PHC BOARD
JOHN HOLMAN NAMED VP
Carolyn Parker Knott, president of the board, is pleased to announce that Roger Gookin (below) was elected to the
board of directors at the June annual meeting. Roger is a Baltimore County native who retired to Towson in 2007.
He has deep work experience in construction and utility work, and is active with community organizations and
environmental groups such as Lake Roland Nature Council & Environmental Committee and the Green Towson
Alliance, which advocates for parks and healthy urban design.
Carolyn also is pleased to
announce that at the annual
meeting John S. Holman
was elected Vice President
of the board, succeeding
long-serving and continuing
director Bruce Campbell III.
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A BIT OF HISTORY
Why is it so valuable when families
provide details about their relatives
buried at Prospect Hill? It all goes back
to the records, or sometimes the lack
thereof, which the current board has on
burials and lot sales.
Prospect Hill has been a cemetery for
over 125 years and was originally part
of the estate owned by a member of
the wealthy Ridgely family. Over the
decades, the property has had several
owners. Unfortunately, in those precomputer days, accurate records were not
always a priority.
Prospect Hill had become overgrown
and poorly maintained by the second
half of the last century. The property
was purchased in the 1980s by a group
of concerned Towson leaders (the
current board descends from this set of
owners). At the time of the transfer of
the property, the records of those who
had purchased lots and/or were buried
at Prospect Hill were delivered, literally,
in a shoebox filled with index cards.
The board has been trying to fill in the
gaps ever since. So we always welcome
it when families are willing to share
the details about relatives who rest at
Prospect Hill Cemetery.
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WE APPRECIATE OUR FRIENDS!
We are so appreciative of the many groups and individuals
who support Prospect Hill, including The Preservation
Alliance of Baltimore County, which presented PHC
with a $1,500 grant last summer towards the purchase of
CemSites. (CemSites is an online database which modern
cemeteries use to collect and track lot sales, burials and
family information).

We appreciate again Boy Scout Troop 828, based
in Timonium, whose young men and adults once
more volunteered just before Memorial Day to place
American flags on the graves of nearly 300 veterans at
PHC. American Legion Post 22 supplied the flags and
the new Post Commander, Anita Stewart-Hammerer,
even participated.

We appreciate the work of Natalie Parker Brown, age 6,
who with her mother Kate Parker Knott, planted pansies
around the cemetery’s sign at the York Road entrance this
spring. Natalie has four generations of her family resting
at Prospect Hill.
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WE APPRECIATE OUR FRIENDS!

We appreciate the interest of professors and students from
Towson University and Goucher College, who visited
PHC this past year for class assignments. Goucher
student Carson Rettig (shown right) interviewed board
president Carolyn Parker Knott for over an hour, learning
about the history of the cemetery in order to create a
podcast for a writing class. Two groups of Towson U.
students explored the cemetery, studying population
changes for a biology class.

We appreciate volunteers Elizabeth Bullwinkle (left)
and Ann Reilly, who enter burial lot information into
our CemSites database. Ann has given many hours to
recording the burials and owners of lots in the entire
upper part of the cemetery as well as half of the lower
area; Elizabeth will now complete the project for the
other half of the lower area. This is an invaluable service
to both the board and family members who call seeking
information about where a relative is buried.

We appreciate officers from the Baltimore County
Police Department who not only keep a close eye on the
cemetery by driving through regularly, but often stop in
and enjoy a quiet space in which to complete paperwork
or eat their lunch.

We appreciate donors such as the Towson Rotary, who
contributed funding for 12 beautiful crape myrtles for the
lower section, and Davey Tree Services and Maxalea, Inc.
for their in-kind support for removal of the old evergreen
shrubs and restoration of the lawn.

