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REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT

The past 12 months have been productive 
for the cemetery. I am pleased to report the 
following actions:

• Significant improvements to the grounds include 
a new stone wall that completes the boundary of 
the Campbell Family plot on the crest of the hill, 
along with the addition of new shrubs, thanks to 
the generosity of board member Bruce S. Campbell 
III; as well as the removal of overgrown arbor vitae 
in the middle of the lower section (thanks to a pro 
bono donation from Davey Tree) that visually opens 
up this area.

• The planting of 12 crape myrtle trees in various 
colors, thanks to an $8,000 grant from the Towson 
Rotary, coupled with donated watering services 
by Maxalea, in the lower section which creates an 
upgraded area in the cemetery. An unexpected 
generous donation from a long-time supporter 
allowed the completion of this tree work, plus turf 
restoration and removal of several trees damaged by 
winter storms. 

• Investment in CemSites, an online platform that 
allows us to digitize our existing maps and lot cards, 
and which will lead to streamlined responses to 
families’ questions about where relatives are buried. 
As you may know, when the current organization 
purchased the cemetery in 1983, the board at that 
time received cemetery records in a shoe box filled 
with index cards. We have worked diligently to fill 
in the blanks in terms of family information ever 
since. CemSites should allow for greater efficiency 
and is being managed by Seth McDonnell, our 
back-of-house operations administrator.

• Prospect Hill was awarded a $1500 grant from 
Preservation Alliance of Baltimore County to 
partially fund the purchase of the CemSite software; 
the remainder of the cost was funded by a portion of 
a generous grant from the Campbell Foundation. 

• The Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites (of 
which PHC is a member) held its annual meeting in 

Towson in May. The group requested a short tour 
of Prospect Hill. Bill Wilson, Vince Nesline and I 
greeted a small group. Board member Ed Crawford 
also attended the conference.  

• Both Goucher College and Towson University 
professors brought students into the cemetery 
for research assignments. We welcome this 
collaboration with two major institutions.

• We are grateful once again to Boy Scout Troop 
828 for their Memorial Day service project. Scouts 
placed an American flag on the graves of veterans 
buried at Prospect Hill. This effort took place on a 
steamy May 23rd. The Scouts and their leaders and 
parent volunteers worked several hours to locate 
veterans’ graves and plant flags, with help from 
board members Vince Nesline, Bill Goodwin and 
Bill Wilson. Aidan Kester, Senior Patrol Leader, 
organized the Scouts into teams to cover the six 
acres of the cemetery. “It’s good to transform what 
we learn about leadership in our troop meetings 
and transfer it to the community,” Aidan said. 

With continued support from families 
and friends we will continue to improve 
this special place which means so much to 
so many. Thank you for your interest and 
support.
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ANNUAL MEETING/ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS

The board’s Annual Meeting occurred in July, with the following elected to membership on 
the board and to officer positions. Two board seats remain open; the Nominating Committee 
will continue to evaluate possible new directors. PHC’s bylaws permit the addition of new 
board members at any point.

 

Board of Directors
Bruce S. Campbell, III
Edwin S. Crawford
G. William Goodwin Jr.
Ginger M. Galvez 
John S. Holman, ChFC
Carolyn Parker Knott  
Patrick J. Monaghan, IV
Vincent P. Nesline, CPA
Henry B. Peck, Jr., Esq.
Douglas B. Riley, Esq. 
William E. Wilson, Jr.

Officers of the Corporation
President Carolyn Parker Knott

Vice President Bruce S. Campbell, III

Secretary Ginger M. Galvez

Treasurer Vincent P. Nesline

Asst. Treasurer G. William Goodwin, Jr. 

Board Members Emeriti
Elizabeth C. Fannon
Barbara A. McLean, M.D.
Margery C. Shipley
Catherine R. Soares

We are pleased to welcome the newest board 
member, Douglas B. Riley. Prior to July 
2018, Doug was a partner at the Maryland 
law firm of Treanor Pope & Hughes, P.A. 
He is admitted to practice in MD and MA, 
and in the US District Courts of MD and 
DC, the Courts of Appeals for the Fourth 
and Sixth Circuits, and the United States 
Supreme Court. Doug is a cum laude 
graduate of Bowdoin College and Tulane 
University School of Law. A Navy veteran, 
Doug served three years on active duty as a 
JAG officer. He was elected to the Baltimore 
County Council in 1990, serving as 
chairman in 1991 and winning re-election 
in 1994. Doug is a past president of the 
Towson Chamber of Commerce and former 
director of the Baltimore County Public 
Schools Foundation. Among his many civic 
engagements, Doug served on the board 
of 1000 Friends of Maryland, a not-for-
profit partnership of environmentalists, 
developers, and business leaders dedicated 
to finding solutions to sprawl development; 
as board member of the Baltimore Area 
Council, BSA; and as a director of Wiltondale 
Community Improvement Association.



WHY I SUPPORT PROSPECT HILL

Each fall, we send out a request for support from families and friends of PHC. This support 
is critical to the successful management of our non-profit cemetery. There are many reasons 
for being a donor; we asked three supporters to share why they give:

“My late mother’s mother and father, and his parents 
and brother, are buried at Prospect Hill Cemetery, 
near the grove of trees in the lower cemetery.  The 
Marley family owned and operated a well-known 
pharmacy just down the street on York Road in 
the late 1800’s/early 1900’s. They, and the names 
of many other families with loved ones interred 
there, speak volumes to, and echo, the rich history 
of Towson and the surrounding area. Living in 
Frederick County, MD, Towson was obviously not 
terribly close, but we visited friends and relatives 
often, and always made a point of stopping off at 
Prospect Hill to pay our respects.  It always impressed 
me as being a quiet and tranquil oasis in the middle 
of a busy urban area; something about that was 
very comforting, and also pleasantly unexpected. 
My siblings and I have tremendous appreciation, 
and peace of mind, in the excellent care and 
stewardship of the dedicated and loyal volunteers 
who administer the cemetery.  It is no small task, 
and the feeling that it is done with a sense of civic 
and community pride, dedication to historical 
preservation, and reverence for the families 
interred there, comes through in every interaction. 
We are glad to contribute and immensely appreciate 
such dedicated and responsible stewardship.”

- Harry George III, Barbara B. George 
and Randolph B. George 

“I grew up in Lutherville, but had family in Towson 
and nearby neighborhoods.  My grandparents, 
parents, brother and many other close relatives are 
buried in Prospect Hill Cemetery. Occasionally, we 
would visit the grave sites and talk about each family 
member. That was an excellent way to remember 
our relatives and to appreciate the sacrifices made 
by one generation to help the next. Prospect Hill  
is located in the heart of Towson and is a very quiet 
and restful place to visit. It also has a wonderful view 
from the hill that adds to the peaceful atmosphere. 
It is a cemetery that is of the size that you don’t get 
lost in;  you feel like you can easily find your family 
members. I am proud to support this special place 
that honors our family, provides solace when I visit 
and is the perfect place to think about the treasures 
of life and lessons learned from those who came 
before me.”

- Charles B. Mudd, Jr.

“Some years ago, Dr. Robert Parker invited me to 
join the new Board of Directors of Prospect Hill 
Cemetery, the final resting place of my parents 
and many family members  (and, someday, myself). 
During my years on the board I learned what it 
takes to maintain a nonprofit cemetery, namely 
considerable work on the part of an all-volunteer 
board and donations from caring individuals. I 
am now an emeritus board member and no longer 
involved in daily operations of the cemetery, but I 
continue to support it financially-especially through 
the annual appeal. I remember and appreciate 
the efforts of the board at fundraising and the 
responsible management of these funds. Each time 
I visit I offer a little prayer of thanksgiving for all 
the caring people who support Prospect Hill in any 
way. I will continue to do so myself. I feel it is my 
duty and my privilege to be able to care for all who 
rest here.”

- Barbara McLean, M.D.
New Crape Myrtles in the lower section of the cemetery.



DECORATING FAMILY GRAVES

In years past, it used to be a regular 
custom to visit the cemetery, often on 
Sunday, or to place flowers on special days 
such as birthdays or anniversaries. Family 
members still come to Prospect Hill to 
decorate the graves of family members and 
beloved friends. As stated in the cemetery 
guidelines, cut fresh flowers (in non-
breakable vases) may be placed on graves at 
any time. Glass containers are not allowed 
for safety reasons. Artificial flowers are 
also permitted. We encourage families to 
continue to honor their deceased relatives 
with flowers and wreaths. These acts 
of beautification give tangible evidence 
that Prospect Hill is an active and well-
maintained cemetery and encourages 
other families to visit and decorate their 
graves too.

WHO LIES AT PHC: WOLFGANG THORMANN, PHD.

Among the many distinguished past citizens of Towson who lie at 
Prospect Hill is Wolfgang E. Thormann (1924-2015), former chair of the 
department of modern languages at Goucher College. Known as “Wolf,” 
Dr. Thormann was born in Germany. His family moved to Paris in 1933 
as the Nazis came to power. In Paris, Dr. Thormann found his lifelong 
passion for French language and culture. In 1942, the family immigrated 
to New York by way of Portugal. He became a U.S. citizen in 1943, entered 
the U.S. Army and was assigned to Army Intelligence in Europe. Once 

WW II ended, he served for a year evaluating documents used in the prosecution of former Nazis 
at the Nuremburg war crimes trial. Upon discharge, Dr. Thormann earned through the G.I. 
Bill a bachelor’s, master’s and ultimately, doctorate degrees in French from Columbia University. 

Dr. Thormann taught at Williams College and Johns Hopkins University before coming 
to Goucher College in 1960, where he became a popular and highly respected teacher and 
administrator. He served twice as chair of the department of modern languages. He promoted 
intensive language study through study abroad programs with a three-week intensive course in 
Paris for his Goucher students. Upon retirement, he remained a popular speaker on French 
culture. The French government honored him as a Chevalier in the Order of the Academic 
Palms for his promotion of the French language and culture, and Goucher College established 
the Wolfgang Thormann International Technology & Media Center. 

Memorial Day 
1942, a young 
Robert Zimmerman 
stands between his 
mother Margaret 
B. Zimmerman and 
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Bosley as they 
prepared flowers 
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cousin Barbara 
Kade Magniss 
continue the 
practice today.

Current families continue 
to remember and honor 

their loved ones.
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