
Bright and early on Saturday morning, May 28th, veterans 
from the local American Legion joined area scouts in placing 
American flags on the graves of veterans buried at Prospect Hill.

“The Board of Prospect Hill Cemetery is deeply indebted to 
Dan Donnelly and the members of American Legion Post 22 
in Towson, as well as the members and leaders of area Scout 
troops, for giving their time to honor the 442 veterans who rest at 
Prospect Hill,” said Prospect Hill Board President Carolyn Knott, 
“This annual event brings generations together in a common 
display of remembrance, respect, patriotism and education 
which benefits not just our cemetery, but the greater Towson 
community.”

Veterans who rest at Prospect Hill include a defender of Fort 
McHenry as well as those who served in the Mexican American 
War, both sides in the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, 

both World Wars and the Korean and Vietnam conflicts.  Dan Donnelly of Towson American Legion 
Post #22 called this year’s tribute by area Scouts “the biggest turnout 
ever.” “I’ve been doing this for 49 years here at Prospect Hill,” he said, 
“and I was completely overwhelmed with the terrific citizenship shown 
here today.”  

Special thanks to American Legion Post #22 and the leaders and 
members of Boy Scout Troops 16 (Fullerton), 429 (Overlea), 828 
(Lutherville), and 880 (Cockeysville), as well as Cub Scout Packs 16 
(Fullerton) and 828 (Lutherville), Girl Scout Troops 1246 and 4932 
(Immaculate Conception School), Girl Scout Troop 4888 (Lutherville) 
and Brownie Troop 1167 (Lutherville).  We are grateful to all of our 
young friends and their families for keeping this important tradition 
alive in our community! 
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A Memorial Day Tribute to our Veterans

Current and former Scouts from Troop 828 of 
Lutherville, MD honor our veterans at Prospect Hill 
Cemetery.  Pictured here are Scott Finney, James 
Heuser, David Birkenthal, Eric Lundberg, Chance 
Bowersox, T.J. Hendricks, Anthony Ricci and Sal 

Ricci.  T.J. Hendricks is a former member of Troop 
828 who has just been commissioned in the U.S. 

Navy. Congratulations, T.J.!

The Stars and Stripes were in evidence 
throughout Prospect Hill Cemetery as we 

celebrated the Memorial Day holiday, thanks 
to the efforts of Towson American Legion Post 

#22 and eleven area Boy Scout, Girl Scout, 
Brownie and Cub Scout troops. 



In years past, the tradition of visiting and decorating our loved 
ones’ graves was observed regularly in communities throughout 
America.  At Prospect Hill, as in other cemeteries, this practice has 
become less common as the neighboring community has grown 
and family members have moved away.  

We welcome family members of those who rest at Prospect Hill 
at any time throughout the year, and invite them to visit and place 
flowers at the graves of their loved ones.  Please, however, no 
battery operated objects or glass containers, as they are a safety 
hazard to others.

Historic Prospect Hill Cemetery is a registered Baltimore County landmark.  It 
is also an active cemetery with burial lots still available.  Reserve your place in 

history by contacting Prospect Hill Cemetery at:  410-252-8462. 

A stroll through Prospect Hill is a stroll through Baltimore County 
history.  Within its green and peaceful space rest men and women 
whose lives have written the story of our community throughout 
the past 150 years.  However, this community treasure is as much 
a part of Towson’s present as it is of its past.  In each of our 
upcoming newsletters, we will share a brief story about Prospect 
Hill today.  For example, did you know that…

• A local police commander visits Prospect Hill on a regular 
basis and spends his break time reading his Bible in the quiet of 
the cemetery. We also are fortunate to have on-duty and off-duty 
Towson police officers drive through on patrol regularly to make 
sure that all is well.

• A local man in a motorized wheelchair acts as Prospect Hill’s “guardian,” keeping watch over the 
property as he makes his way around Towson.  He calls to let us know if he sees anything at the 
cemetery that needs attention.

Placing flowers on Charles Mudd’s grave 
are members of his family, including 
(from left) Allison and Eric Mudd, Lori 

Mudd and Virginia Mudd. 

A Gift of Love

A Community Treasure...
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In our most recent newsletter, we shared exciting news about 
changes in the neighborhood surrounding Prospect Hill. The 
former Investment Building adjacent to Prospect Hill, to be known 
now as the Towson City Center, has been stripped down to its 
“bones,” and work is underway on a complete renovation of the 
building. We expect to see windows by fall.  Prospect Hill’s Board 
has a good working relationship with the building’s owners, and we 
look forward to introducing new friends to the cemetery’s peaceful 
beauty when the first tenants arrive later this year.

The dedicated volunteers on our Board of Directors have worked diligently throughout the past two 

years to frame a vision for the future of Prospect Hill and formulate plans for realizing this vision.

 
 
The Executive Committee of Prospect Hill’s Board participated in an eighteen month strategic planning 
process that identified four areas to be addressed with specific goals and objectives for each area: 

 
Implementation began with a concept plan for the cemetery from the landscape planning firm of Daft, 
McCune and Walker (DMW). The next step was a formal plan and proposal by Pinehurst Landscaping.  
Seven areas were targeted in the DMW study as key areas for initial landscape upgrades.  Prospect 
Hill’s Board approved the Pinehurst plan, and work will begin soon on two of the areas, based on 
available funding:  Babyland (devoted to graves of young childen), and several hundred feet of fence 
line adjacent to the Promenade Apartments and Dulaney Valley Shopping Center.  Several generous 
donors have stepped forward and provided funds to begin a number of plantings this fall.  We will 
keep you updated on the progress of these plantings.

Prospect Hill Cemetery of Towson, Inc. is a 501(c)(13) charitable organization, and we rely solely 
upon donations from individuals and foundations for our entire operating budget.  We will be making 
upgrades to the property in phases, working in partnership with our friends and benefactors in the 
community to realize our vision for the future.

Exciting Changes in the Neighborhood!

Realizing our Vision
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The Towson City Center, stripped to 
its “bones.”  

•  Public Awareness of Prospect Hill Cemetery

•  Grounds Enhancement

•  Long-term Fiscal Sustainability

•  Leadership and Board Development

Our Vision: By 2016, Prospect Hill Cemetery will become Towson’s Cemetery...again...where 
new generations of Towson and Baltimore County families can join together to preserve, treasure 
and celebrate our history in an intimate, serene and beautifully maintained park setting.
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Among the veterans resting at Prospect Hill is Eugene R. Stagmer, 
a gunner’s mate who served with valor in the 1898 Battle of Manila 
Bay during the Spanish-American War.  For his courageous service, 
Commodore George Dewey presented Mr. Stagmer with a five-ton 
cannon captured in that battle. Engraved on the base of this cannon 
are Commodore Dewey’s famous words to Captain Charles Gridley 
of the flagship Olympia in the heat of the battle:  “You may fire, 
Gridley, when you are ready.”  

Almost the entire village of Towson turned out to witness the cannon’s 
arrival on a warm afternoon in May, 1903. Mr. Stagmer’s award was 
hauled to Towson from the Baltimore docks in a wagon owned by 
the town’s ice man, Mr. Harry Groom. Thirty-five men labored for 

more than five hours to transport the cannon to its final destination. For their efforts, Mr. Groom 
paid each of them 50 cents – and a drink of potato liquor!  But the story doesn’t end there…. 

The late Dr. Robert T. Parker recounted a little-known chapter in the story of Mr. Stagmer’s 
cannon. When it was installed on the Courthouse 
lawn in 1903, a pile of loosely stacked cannonballs 
was displayed next to the cannon. They remained until 
the mid 1930’s, when several Towson high school 
boys (including Dr. Parker) decided to “borrow” the 
cannonballs for some late night fun.

The tracks of the Number 8 street car ran from York 
Road up Pennsylvania Avenue, across Washington 
Avenue, down Chesapeake Avenue and back onto 
York Road heading south.  At night, after the last street 
car had passed, the boys would push a cannonball down the track from the top of Chesapeake 
Avenue. If they timed it right, the cannonball would not jump the track as it made the turn onto 
York Road and might roll as far as Willow Avenue. If the first street car arrived before dawn the 
next morning, it could find an unexpected “surprise”!

Eventually, the cannonballs were permanently soldered in the pyramid we see today.  However, 
we understand that one of the young men in question has a cannonball in his possession to this 
day. He has willed it to his niece.   

Eugene R. Stagmer

Who Lies at Prospect Hill?

Eugene Stagmer Monument

Courthouse Cannon, circa 1960s

Prospect Hill Cemetery...
Tranquil, Timeless and Open to All.


