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Members of the Grand Lodge of Maryland at
Prospect Hill when the Warren S. Seipp
monument was rededicated.

the mount moriah lodge and
prospect hill cemetery connection

Freemasonry is one of the oldest fraternal organizations in the 
world, with a history dating back to at least the Middle Ages. 
The organization fosters good character in its members through 
works of service, study and philanthropy. In Maryland, The Grand 
Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons was formed in 1787 
and since then, over 236 local Lodges have been established 
throughout the state.
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There are especially close ties between Mount Moriah Lodge #116
in Towson and Prospect Hill Cemetery. More than 60 documented
Mount Moriah members are buried at PHC, including several past Grand Masters (see “Who Lies at Prospect 
Hill”).  Not only has the Lodge been a generous supporter over the years to Prospect Hill through its foundation, 
but so have individual members.  

Mount Moriah Lodge #116 received its charter from the Grand Lodge of Maryland in 1865. The Lodge is named 
after the site of King Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem. The Lodge has had two permanent homes in its history. The 
first Masonic Lodge building was dedicated at the corner of Chesapeake & Washington Avenues in 1880 and razed 
in 1970. The current Masonic Lodge building is on West Chesapeake Avenue, in West Towson.

This fall, Prospect Hill will welcome members of the Grand Lodge of Maryland for a ceremony marking the 225th 
anniversary of the Masonic order in Maryland at the monument of illustrious member, Warren S. Seipp. Several years 
ago the Grand Lodge underwrote a major restoration of this plot, one of the largest monuments in the cemetery. 

The Masons are known for rituals, symbols and protocols, including Masonic jewelry. For any Prospect Hill families 
with deceased relations who were Masons, please note that in this challenging economy when many people sell 
gold jewelry, the Grand Lodge of Maryland may be interested in buying items back. Families can contact the Grand 
Lodge of Maryland at 410-527-0600 or email: office@glmd.org.



Councilman Marks Sponsors
PHC Rezoning Designation

This summer, thanks to the efforts of Baltimore County 
Councilman David Marks, PHC was designated a 
Neighborhood Commons (NC), a zoning term designed 
to preserve open space, particularly within more urban 
areas of Baltimore County. In addition to our corporate 
charter that prohibits development, and our inclusion 
on the Baltimore County Landmark List, the NC 
designation is yet another vehicle assuring that Prospect 
Hill will remain the serene resting place we all treasure 
for generations to come.   

“These decisions will protect an historic cemetery that 
serves as the largest piece of open space in downtown 
Towson,” commented Councilman Marks.   

The Neighborhood Commons zoning designation is 
laid over Prospect Hill’s existing zoning as high-density 
commercial. It prohibits future development at the 
site. In a letter to Councilman Marks on July 24th, 
PHC Board President Carolyn Parker Knott wrote, 
“We appreciate your suggesting that the cemetery be 
included in this designation, as an additional means of 
preserving historic Prospect Hill on behalf of the 3,000 
people buried here…”

New Plantings are Thriving

This summer, Brendan Fannon, grandson of board 
member emeritus Betty Fannon, watered the new 
plantings installed last fall. Thanks to his efforts, 
all the plants are thriving. As an historic cemetery 
that has no water source, Prospect Hill appreciates 
the generosity of Stoy Malone & Company, its 
ever-helpful neighbor to the north, to provide the 
necessary water supply. Brendan Fannon watering plantings.



Our Donors Write

PHC board members appreciate the donations 
and notes we get from our readers, including 
donor Susan Armstrong, who recently wrote,

Dear Friends,
Thank you for all the creative work you do to 
maintain and improve our lovely Prospect Hill. 
This last issue of “The View” is most informative 
and much appreciated.

Board Tours Towson
City Center

Continuing the excellent relationship with 
the new owners of Towson City Center, PHC 
board members recently took a private tour 
of the fully-leased building with Caves Valley 
Partners representatives Arthur Adler and Arsh 
Mirmiran. “They’ve done a first-class job of re-
developing this important office building in the 
center of Towson and have always maintained a 
cordial and professional relationship with our 
cemetery representatives,” says PHC Board 
Vice-President Bruce Campbell. “And, you 
should see the view of our cemetery from their 
offices on the top floor!”

Part of the Community

Prospect Hill frequently receives calls asking 
for information, tours or how to locate the 
graves of family members. The most recent 
example was a call from a Towson University 
professor inquiring about a possible guided 
tour of the cemetery for one of her classes. We 
are pleased to provide this service on occasion 
to help educate our community about our 
historic property. 

Board News

Prospect Hill’s all-volunteer board of directors continues to meet on a regular basis. The Executive 
Committee meets monthly, dividing its time between work on the day-to-day concerns of running the 
cemetery and preparing to execute our Master Plan for upgrades. More to come about those exciting plans 
in the next issue! 

Solve a PHC Mystery

We’ve heard that Prospect Hill once had 
a lovely wrought iron archway gracing 
its entrance. The Master Plan includes 
the possibility of upgrading the present 
entrance at the light on York Road 
near Washington Avenue. If YOU have 
information about or a photo of the 
original entrance, please call our voice 
mailbox at 410-252-8468, or email
info@prospecthilltowson.org.



Historic Prospect Hill Cemetery contains many of Towson’s most influential citizens. Many of the 
individuals and families who rest in this beautiful place figured prominently in the growth and 
development of our community.  

Warren S. Seipp 

Prominent among the many Masons buried at Prospect Hill is 
Warren S. Seipp. Seipp, a Past Master of Mount Moriah Lodge #116, 
was Worshipful Master of the Lodge for the years 1904 – 1907, and 
served as Grand Master of Masons in Maryland from 1920 until his 
death on April 11, 1930. At his funeral, he was conducted from the 
Masonic temple on Charles Street (downtown at Saratoga Street) to 
his burial in Prospect Hill, where he was laid to rest with full Masonic 
rites. Hundreds watched the funeral cortege leave Charles Street and 
over 100 Lodges were represented at the burial. Warren Seipp was a 
banker and member of the Baltimore City School Board. He is the only 
member of Mount Moriah to have served as Worshipful Master for four 
consecutive years. A significant part of his legacy as Grand Master was 
his initiation of a plan for a retirement home for elderly Masons and 
their wives, known today as Bonnie Blink in Hunt Valley.

Who Lies at Prospect Hill?

Do you have a brief family history you’d like to share in our newsletter? Send to: info@prospecthilltowson.org or call 410-252-8462.

Mr. Seipp was Vice President of the Title Guarantee and Trust 
Company in Baltimore and died of a heart attack following a 
Baltimore City School Board meeting.

The Baltimore school system named the Warren S. Seipp Vocational 
School (School #57) in his honor. The trade school, located at 
Broadway and Bank Street, operated into the middle of the 20th 
century, and brought together approximately 250 boys from all areas 
of the city. Another honor given to Seipp was the creation of the 
Warren S. Seipp Medal for Distinguished Service to Freemasonary. 

Mrs. Minnie Held Seipp, his wife, rests next to him. The Seipps’ son 
and daughter-in-law are also buried within this courtyard. There are 
many members of the Seipp and Held families buried at Prospect 
Hill Cemetery.


